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 THE CITY OF CANTERBURY

Canterbury is a small city in Kent, U.K., which lies in a large valley on a small but important river, the river Stour, so that, when pilgrims came down the hills towards it, they could have the whole view of the city and of the Cathedral. 
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There has been a settlement in Canterbury since prehistoric times and before the Roman arrival it  was the most important settlement in Kent. Then it became a Roman administrative centre and a walled city, known in Latin as Durovernum Cantiacorum.

The name Canterbury derives from the Old English “Cantwarebyrig”, meaning “the fortress of the men of Kent”.

Soon after the Norman conquest in 1066, a Motte and Bailey castle was constructed, but this was soon replaced by the stone keep of Canterbury Castle which still stands.
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                              THE CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL

Canterbury Cathedral is one of the oldest and most famous Christian structures in England and forms part of a World Heritage Site. It is the Cathedral of the Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury, the Primate of All England and religious leader of the Church of England.

The Cathedral's first Archbishop was St. Augustine, sent to England by Pope Gregory the Great in AD 597. Archaeological investigations under the Nave floor in 1993 revealed the remains of this first Saxon Cathedral which had been built across a former Roman road by way of foundations.

ANCIENT HISTORY

A dark chapter in the history of the Cathedral was the assassination of Thomas Becket on Tuesday 29 December 1170 by Knights who overheard King Henry II say "Who will rid me of this meddlesome priest?" or something to that effect when he was having troubles with Becket. The guards took it literally and murdered Becket in his own Cathedral. Becket was the second of four archbishops of Canterbury who were murdered.

· Following the disastrous fire of 1174 which destroyed the Eastern end, the Choir was rebuilt with a much more modern, Gothic design, including high pointed arches, flying buttresses, and rib vaulting. Later, the Trinity Chapel was added as a shrine for the relics of St. Thomas the Martyr. Over time other significant burials took place in this area such as Edward Plantagenet and King Henry 4th.

The income from pilgrims (including Geoffrey Chaucer's in "The Canterbury Tales") who visited Becket's shrine, which was regarded as a place of healing, largely paid for the subsequent rebuilding of the Cathedral. 
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It ceased to be an abbey during the Dissolution of the Monasteries when all religious houses were suppressed. Canterbury surrendered in March 1539, and reverted to its previous status of 'a college of secular canons'.

RECENT HISTORY

· The original Norman Northwest Tower was demolished in the late 1700s due to structural concerns, and was replaced during the 1830s with a style twin of the Southwest tower. This was the last major structural alteration to the cathedral to be made. 

The Romanesque monastic dormitory ruins were replaced with a Neo-Gothic Library and Archives building in the 19th Century. This building was later destroyed by a high-explosive bomb in the Second World War and was rebuilt in similar style several years later.

· The buildings at Canterbury form separate groups. The church forms the nucleus. In immediate contact with this, on the north side, lie the cloister and the group of buildings devoted to the monastic life. Outside of these, to the west and east, are the halls and chambers devoted to the exercise of hospitality, with which every monastery was provided, for the purpose of receiving as guests persons who visited it, whether clergy or laity, travellers, pilgrims or paupers.

·  At the greatest possible distance from the church, beyond the precinct of the convent, is the eleemosynary department. The almonry for the relief of the poor, with a great hall annexed, forms the paupers' hospitium.
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St. Augustine's Abbey

Although Canterbury is most famous for its grand cathedral, it wasn’t the first large church in the city. St. Augustine’s Abbey is actually outside of the old city walls and was founded around 600 A.D., before the wall was built. It’s only a short walk from the city center, and you can follow the signs. This compound is a fascinating look back at the beginnings of established Christianity in England and is also part of the UNESCO World Heritage Site at Canterbury. 
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The West Gate

The West Gate of Canterbury was originally part of the City Walls. The current gate replaced an earlier Roman one. The gate was built by Archbishop Sudbury and was finished in 1380. Sudbury met a violent end in the year after the gate was finished. Westgate was used as a prison for many years but has been a museum since 1906. You can enter and climb to the top for some great views of the city. 


Then, there are many other buildings which date from the time of the pilgrims, like the Eastbridge Hospital and the Poor Priests Hospital where pilgrims could rest.

Canterbury today is a major city for tourism with Canterbury Cathedral alone attracting 1.2 million visitors every year.

Canterbury has become famous as a major pilgrimage site, above all because it inspired “The Canterbury Tales” by Goeffrey Chaucer; but the city is also the start/finish point for many other pilgrimage routes, such as the Via Francigena from Canterbury to Rome.

Moreover, a lot of his buildings and monuments are UNESCO World

Heritage sites.

	

	


From www.wikipedia.org 
