CHAUCER’S WORK
Chaucer's first major work The Book of the Duchess was an elegy for Blanche of Lancaster. Probably this work was commissioned by her husband John of Gaunt. Two other early works by Chaucer were Anelida and Arcite and The House of Fame. Chaucer wrote many of his major works in a prolific period when he worked as a controller in London (1374 to 1386). His Parlement of Foules, The Legend of Good Women and Troilus and Criseyde all date from this time. Chaucer is best known as the writer of The Canterbury Tales, which is a collection of stories told by fictional pilgrims on the road to the cathedral at Canterbury to visit the shrine of Thomas Becket; these tales would help to shape English literature, in fact they were written in English.

The Canterbury Tales contrasts with other literature of the period in the naturalism of its narrative, the variety of stories the pilgrims tell and the varied characters. Many of the stories narrated by the pilgrims seem to fit their individual characters and social standing, although some of the stories seem ill-fitting to their narrators, perhaps as a result of the incomplete state of the work. Chaucer drew on real life for his cast of pilgrims: the innkeeper shares the name of a contemporary keeper of an inn in Southwark, and real-life identities for the Wife of Bath, the Merchant, the Man of Law and the Student have been suggested. The many jobs Chaucer held in medieval society—page, soldier, messenger, valet, bureaucrat, foreman and administrator—probably exposed him to many of the types of people he depicted in the Tales. He was able to ape their speech and satirise their manners.

Traditionally Chaucer's works are grouped into, first a French period, then an Italian period and finally an English period, with Chaucer being influenced by those countries' literatures in turn. 

The French period: French culture was very significant in England, and under the power of French poetic conventions, Chaucer translated The Romance of the Rose by Guillaume de Lorris.                                                   It is in this role that Chaucer receives some of his earliest critical praise.  In this period he also wrote The Book of the Duchess.

The Italian period: Visiting Italy on his tasks Chaucer knew Italian literature, and the works he composed in this period are coloured by Italian memories, above all Dante and Boccaccio: Dante’s huge vision of a trip he wrote about in the Comedia, inspired The House of Fame, especially the idea that during his dream the poet is carried by an eagle to the House Of Fame and sees some candidates for fame: some of them succeed in achieving it, and others are refused. Troilus and Criseyde shows the influence of Boccaccio.

The English period: In The Canterbury Tales, Chaucer reached artistic maturity, and inserted the contribution of his individuality: his irony comes out when he describes every type of person living in England from the various social classes at the time.

Chaucer also translated such important works as Boethius' Consolation of Philosophy. 
One other significant work of Chaucer's is his Treatise on the Astrolabe, supposed to be for his own son, that describes the form and use of that instrument. Although much of the text may have come from other sources, the treatise indicates that Chaucer was versed in science in addition to his literary talents. Another scientific work discovered in 1952, Equatorie of the Planetis, has similar language and handwriting compared to some considered to be Chaucer's and it continues many of the ideas from the Astrolabe. The attribution of this work to Chaucer is still uncertain.
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