The Knight’s Tale

Palamon and Arcite were two cousins who lived in the Greek city of Thebes. When Theseus, The duke of Athens attacked their city, Palamon and Arcite fought bravely but in the end they were taken prisoner, taken back to Athens and locked in a tower. One day Emily, the sister of Hippolyta, Theseus’s wife, was walking in the garden near the tower. She was very beautiful and when Palamon and Arcite saw her they both fell in love with her and began arguing about who should marry her. Soon after, Arcite was freed on condition that he left Athens. However, he came back secretly to Athens and found a job in Emily’s house. After 7 years Palamon escaped from the tower and arrived in the countryside. There he met Arcite who was out riding. The two cousins began fighting for Emily until Theseus arrived with Hippolyta and Emily. At first Theseus was very angry but then he told Palamon and Arcite to go away and collect 100 knights each and then return to Athens to fight. The winner would then marry Emily. Arcite won the war but as he approached Emily, he was thrown from his horse. As he lay dying he told Palamon and Emily to get married. They were very sad, but after the funeral they got married and lived happily together.

What happened in The Knight’s Tale?

Questions:

A. Where did Theseus put Palamon and Arcite?

B. Why did Palamon and Arcite quarrel?

C. Why did Arcite return to Athens?

D. What did the cousins do in the forest?

E. How many knights came to the battle?

F. Who won the battle? Who married Emily?

Answers:

A. He locked them in a tall dark tower.

B. Because they fell in love with the same lady.

C. Because he wanted to see Emily.

D. The two cousins faught in the forest.

E. One hundred knights apiece.

F. Arcite won but Palamon married Emily.

