The Prologue

In April, from every part of England people go on pilgrimages to Canterbury, to visit the tomb of Thomas Becket. One day they are staying at the Tabard Inn in London when the host proposes that all the pilgrims must tell a story on the way to Canterbury. There are many types of people: the Knights, the Squire, a Franklin, a Cook, the Wife of Bath, the Miller, the Pardoner and the Summoner. There are also church men like the Nun, the Priest, the Prioress and the Monk.

What did Chaucer tell us in The Prologue?

Questions:
A. When and where did Chaucer meet the pilgrims?

B. Why did the girls like the Squire?

C. Did the Prioress like animals?

D. What was the Wife of Bath wearing?

E. Did the Summoner and the Pardoner care about religion?

F. What was the Host’s idea?

Answers:

A. In April at the Tabard Inn in London.

B. The girls loved him because he’s a handsome young man.

C. Yes, she did.

D. She wore a huge hat, a long coat over her wide hips, red tights and new shoes.

E. The Host said all the people must tell a story on the way to Canterbury.

Now match sentences:

1. Canterbury is a city in Kent. Thomas Becket died there.

2. The Wife of Bath had been married five times. She was an expert in love.

3. Chaucer wrote The Canterbury Tales. He lived in the fourteenth century.

4. Pilgrimages usually begin in April. April is the first month of spring.

5. The Prioress had several little dogs. She loved them.

6. The Pardoner and the Summoner were bad men. They took money from the poor.

7. Chaucer stayed at the Tabard Inn. The pilgrims Started their journey at the Tabard Inn..

8. The Knight was a perfect gentleman. His son was loved by all the girls.

Look the questions and choose from the people:  

Which person…

Was staying at the Tabard Inn? Geoffrey Chaucer.

Was sincere, polite and modest? The Friar.

Had fought in a war for love? The Squire. 

Was a true man of the forest? The Squire.

Spoke French? The Prioress.

Loved pretty girls and drinking? The Friar.

Loved the world? The Countryman.

Had been married five times? The Wife of Bath.

Were bad men? The Summoner, the Pardoner.

Were rich? The Merchant, the Monk, the Friar.  

