Summary of  The Nun’s Priest’s Tale

One day the Host wanted to listen a happy tale and he asked Nun’s Priest to tell a good story. The Nun began his story. This story was about a poor widow who had a lot of animals. She was a very simple patient woman. One of these animals was a cock called Chantecleer. He was the best cockerel that has ever lived. There were seven hens with him. The prettiest was called Lady Pertelot. She loved very much Chantecleer and their life was very happy. But one day Chantecleer dreamed a terrible dream with a monster. This monster wanted to catch him and eat him. But Pertelot said Chantecleer don’t worry because the dreams are nothing. Chantecleer didn’t believe Pertelot and he began to tell some really stories about the dreams. The day following Chantecleer was alone and he walked in the widow’s farmyard. Then he saw the fox who presented as his great fiend who admire when Chantecleer sings. The stupid bird believed fox and began to sing. Then fox caught Chantecleer by the neck and ran off towards the forest. All friend of cock Chantecleer began to look for him and to stop fox, but it was late. When the fox spoke to Chantecleer and opened his mouth Chantecleer flew high into the trees. The fox tried to convince a cock that he didn’t want to eat him. But Chantecleer didn’t want to be fool twice. This story liked very much to the Host and in the end he asked Nun’s Priest: “Don’t you wish you had seven wives, like the cock? But you are priest and can have none.

Comprehension and Opinion of The Nun’s Priest’s Tale

- How much did you understand?

a. What animals and birds did the widow have?

   The widow had three pigs, three cows, a sheep, a cock and seven hens.

b. What did Chantecleer dream about?

   Chantecleer dreamt that a horrible monster wanted to catch and to eat him.

c. What did Pertelot and Chantecleer disagree about?

   Pertelot thought that dreams wouldn’t come true, while Chantecleer believed

   that dreams would come true.

d. Why did the fox come to the farmyard?

   Because the fox wanted to eat the cock.

e. What happened when Chantecleer closed his eyes to sing?

   The fox caught Chantecleer by the neck, threw him over his back, and ran off towards the forest.

f. What happened when the fox opened his mouth to speak?

   Chantecleer got free. He flew high into the trees and sat on a branch looking down at the fox.

- What do you think?

Do dreams come true? No, I don’t.

Does all the bad luck in the world come from women? No, it doesn’t.

Does the story teach us anything? Yes, it does.

The Dream of Drowning

- You will hear another story about a dream: for questions 1-10 complete the sentences.
1. Chantecleer told Pertelot some more stories about dreams.

2. The two merchants wanted to cross the sea to France.

3. They waited in the port until the wind was right.

4. One of the travellers was worried because he had a strange dream: a man like a ghost told him that if he go on the sea tomorrow, he will drown.

5. He wanted to delay the journey until he was safe.

6. His friends said that he wasn’t afraid of his dream.

7. The friend decided to go to France and become rich.

8. But during the journey there was a sudden accident.

9. The ship sank and everyone was drowned.

10. If Pertelot knew more history she wouldn’t laugh at my dream.

- Here are some sentences about the story of the cock, the hen and the fox. In each sentence use one suitable verb in the Past Simple and one suitable verb in the Past Perfect. You can use verbs from this list:

a. But when Chantecleer closed his eyes to sing, the fox seized him.

b. After he had recovered from the shock of the dream, he walked around the farmyard.

c. The fox stopped running when he reached the forest.

d. Pertelot had loved Chantecleer since she was a young chick.

e. One morning, Chantecleer told his wife that he had had a terrible dream.

f. The cock flew up into the trees and the fox had opened his mouth.

g. The fox told Chantecleer that he had come to the farmyard to hear him sing.

h. After the priest had told his tale, the Host thanked him.

i. Everyone wanted to catch the fox who had stolen Chantecleer.

