PART TWO: THE KNIGHT'S TALE

Palamon and Arcite are two cousins who live in Thebes: because of the evily of  their king Creon, the Duke of Athens Theseus decides to attacks Thebes.

Athens'army wins the battle. When some soldiers find the two cousins that they are still alive on the battlefield, Theseus locks them in a tall dark tower in Athens.

One morning in May, while Palamon and Arcite are looking out of the iron bars of the prison, they see Emily, the sister of Queen Hippolyta, walking  in the garden and they both fall in love with her.

So the two men start to quarrel for Emily; until, one day, a friend of Arcite comes from Thebes to beg Theseus to let him go and the king agrees, but with a condition: Arcite would never return to Athens or he would die. But Arcite, shortly after this, comes back secretly to Athens and goes to Emily's house, asking for a job as servant, under the name of Philostrate. 

However, thank to one of his friend, Palamon manages to escape from the tower and he hids in the countryside. But when in May Arcite decides to ride in the countryside, he meets Palamon and they begin to fight like a lion and a tiger. On the same day, Theseus, too, is riding in the countryside with his wife and Emily; so when he sees the two men fighting, he asks them who they are. Palamon confesses the truth and he also says that they both love the Lady Emily. He knows they deserve to die. Theseus, known this, permits them to come back to Thebes to collect a hundred knights each in a year's time; then, they'd fight to win the love of Emily.

So, a year later, Arcite returns to Athens with his army, carring the red flag of Mars, the god of war; Palamon prays for Venus, the goddess of love, carring her white flag. After a long battle, Arcite wins. In Heaven, Venus is very angry because Mars won the fighting; then she acts: the ground shakes under Arcite's horse and he falls from his saddle, badly injuring. So, before dieing, Arcite asks Emily and Palamon to marry each other.

After the funeral, they do as Arcite wanted and they'll live in great happiness together.

Ex.1 pag.36

What happened in the Knight's Tale?

a. Where did Theseus put Palamon and Arcite?

Theseus put Palamon and Arcite in a tall dark tower.

b. Why did Palamon and Arcite quarrel

They quarrelled because they had fallen in love with the same woman, Emily. 

c. Why did Arcite return to Athens?

He returned to Athens because he was very unhappy far from Emily, his love, and he wanted to be near her.

d. What did the cousins do in the forest?

They fought like a lion and a tiger in the forest.

e. How many knights came to the battle?

About two hundreds knights came to the battle.

f. Who won the battle?Who married Emily?

Arcite won the battle with the help of Mars, but Palamon married Emily because Goddess Venus,  very hangry for the defeat, helped Palamon to kill Arcite.

Ex.3 pag.36

Here are some more common proverbs. Do you understand them? Try and find a similar proverb in your own language.

a. Too many cooks spoil the broth.= 

b. A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.= It's better to have an egg today than a hen tomorrow

c. Many hands make light work.= The union makes the force.

d. It's no use crying over spilt milk.= “                                                   ”

e. People who live in glass houses shouldn't throw stones.= Anyone who didn't sin throws the first stone.

f. One swallow doesn't make a summer.= One thing doesn't mean that everything is all right.

Ex.7 pag.40

Imagine that you are Palamon locked in the tower and that you have managed to smuggle out a letter to a friend.

“My dear friend,

as you know, I've been locking with my cousin Arcite in a dark tower in Athens, after the battle between King Theseus and King Creon. I lost my hope a long ago and I don't manage in thinking about anything. I hope our home, Thebes, is going on well: I'm still alive for this.

But in all these long years, it has been a light which has given me bravery and strenght to go on.

This light is Lady Emily, Queen's sister, the most beautiful woman I've ever seen. She looks like a lily or a rose, she sings like a white angel and she's so simple and innocent...

Dear friend, I lost my heart to her! I can see her through the iron bars of my sad prison and I suffer every day more. My cousin, Arcite, says that he's in love with Emily, too, and he thinks he loves her  more than me, but it's impossible!!

He's a betrayer, and he lost my friendship! We've quarrelled for long, but one day someone paid Theseus and begged him to release Arcite. So now I'm alone with a big problem: Arcite can collect a great army and march against Theseus, if he wins, he'll marry my Lady!!

But you, my dear friend, you have to help me escaping! I wrote to you to tell you about my plan: if you poison the guard who's always in front of the door of the prison, then it will be easy! We'll escape together and nobody will never know. I beg you, help me please!

I'll wait for you day and night! Thanks a lot. I hope to see you soon...

                                                                                                                   Your friend                         

                                                                                                                    Palamon”

