PART FOUR: THE PARDONER'S TALE

Even if he's a very bad man, the Pardoner is chosen to tell his story. He tells about a group of men who lives very badly, dancing, drinking and eating. Three of these, one Sunday, while they're drinking heavily in a tavern, hear the bell of the church ringing because of the funeral of a man, one of their friends; they find out that this man had been stubbed by a sillent thief, known as Death.

This killer is everywhere and he can kill anyone. Then, the three men decide to look for Death and kill him to revenge their friends; they promise to each other that they would live and die for one another. But on the way, they meet a very old and poor man who greet them very politely. The friends treat him very rudely, so the old man speaks to them with wise words and he also menf the three men asktion the name of Death.

The leader of the three men asks him if he know something about Death. The old man shows them a path in the forest which would bring them under an oak. Over there, Death is waiting for them.

Ex.1 pag.66

What happened in The Pardoner's Tale?

a. Why was the bell ringing in the street?

The bell was ringing because people were taking a dead man to the churchyard.

b. What did the men decide to do?

They decided to find Death.

c. Where did the old man say they could find Death?

The old man said they could find Death under an oak in the forest.

d. How did they treat the old man?

They treated him very rudely.

e. What did they find under the tree?

They found a huge pile of golden coins.

f. Why did the youngest man go to the town?

The youngest man went to the town to buy bread and wine for him and the others.

g. How did the three men die?

The youngest was stubbed by his friends, the others were poisonned by the youngest.

h.

i. Do you think the men deserve to die?

I think they did because they were very bad men.

j. Do you think there are men like these in our society?

Yes, I think there are too many men like these today.
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Here are clues to fourtenn words. All the words are connected with death! 

a. A box for a dead man: COFFIN

b. The three men were...: MURDERERS

c. Another word for “b”: KILLERS

d. A place for dead people: CEMETERY

e. Another name for “d”: GRAVESTONE

f. This person arranges “j”: UNDERTAKER

g. “k” is made up of these: BONES

h. A place for “h” after they die: HELL

i. This symbolises pirates and poison: SKULL

j. A religious service for a dead person: FUNERAL

k. The hardest part of our bodies: SKELETON

l. “b” don't go here after they die: PARADISE

m. The colour of death: BLACK

n. Dogs do this with “g”: BURY

The letters in bold spell a well known saying in English: CRIME DOESN'T PAY
