PART FIVE: THE WIFE OF BATH'S TALE

A knight, who loves all the pleasures of life, is accused of attacking a lady of the court of King Arthur, so the king orders to cut off his head. But the Queen asks him to give the knight to her for punishment; so she speaks to the knight: “You will live only if you can answer this question: What women most desire? You may look for the answer for a year and a day but then you'll have to return here!”. The knight starts to travel around the world, asking everybody to give him the answer to this question, but he can't find two people who agree.

“Women want to be rich” or “They want to be spoilt and flattered”, “They want fine clothes” or “Women want people to say that they can keep a secret”....But that is impossible, because everybody know that no woman can keep a secret. For example, when King Midas confessed her wife to have a long pair of donkey's ears under his hair and he asked her not to tell anybody about this, she promised, but one day, she went to the lake and whispered the secret to the water: the wind spread the secret to everybody.

Well, at the end of the year, the knight hasn't found the right answer yet. Suddenly, while he's riding  through the forest on the way back to the court, he sees 24 beautiful women dancing on the grass, but they desappear as soon as he tries to approach them. Now, on the grass, there is only a hag, the ugliest woman the knight has ever seen. When the knight explains what's his problem to the hag, she tells him that she will help him only if he promise to do anything she asks. The knight agrees and the hag gives him the right answer; when they come to the Queen's court, the knight speaks loudly: “Women desire to have power over their husbands!”. Nobody in the court disagree with him, so his life is safe. At that moment, the hag jumps up and tells the knight: “You promised to do anything I had asked, and now I want you to marry me!”. Unhappily, the knight is obliged to do this to keep his promise. That night, he can't sleep and he tries to keep as far away from her as possible. So the hag asks her husband what's wrong and the knight answers that she's so ugly and old and poor that he could never love her. The hag speaks to him with wise words: “Yes, I'm poor, but there's nothing wrong in that, because poor people haven't to be afraid of thieves and they're sure to be loved for themselves and not for their money by their freinds; I'm also old, but you know that old people have to be respected, and if I'm ugly, you needn't to be afraid that I'll cheat you with other men”. After that, the hag asks the knight to choose if he wants she's a true wife, but always ugly and old, or if he prefers to have a beautiful and young wife, but who is untrue to him. The knight thinks about it a lot, then he decides to let the hag choose which is the best. So, the hag tells him: “You let me have the power to choose, this is the reason why I'll be both things to you: you'll have me young and beautiful but also as a true wife!”.

Since then, the'll live in perfect joy.

Ex.1 pag.84

Did you understand the Wife of Bath's Tale?

a. What was the Queen's question?

The Queen's question was “what's it the women most desire?”.

b. What did the knight see in the forest?

At first he saw 24 beautiful women who were dancing in the forest, then he saw a hag.

c. What did he promise to the hag?

He promised to the hag he would have done anything that she had asked, if she had told him what women most desire.

d. What did she ask him to do?

She asked him to marry her.

e. Give three reasons why the knight didn't love his wife.

He didn't love his wife because she was old, ugly and poor.

f. Why was the hag pleased by the knight's choice?

She was so pleased because with his choice he had let her choose.

Ex.5 pag.86

For questions 1-10 about the Wife of Bath's life, say if the answers are true(T) or false(F).

1. The Wife of Bath was twelve years old when she was first married. (T)

2. She has had six husbands. (F)

3. Her first three husbands controlled her. (F)

4. She became rich because of them. (T)

5. She thinks that money is more important than love (T)

6. Her fourth husband was more difficult to control. (T)

7. She treated him badly. (T)

8. She gave him an expensive funeral. (F)

9. She is no longer interested in love. (F)

10. She has been a good wife to all her husbands. (F)

Ex.6 pag.86

The Wife of Bath has strong beliefs about life. Supply the missing words in a-e.

a. Real knowledge comes from experience.

b. Everything is for sale.

c. Why spend money on the dead?

d. I've had a world of love.

e. Although I've lost my good lucks, I still know how to get a man.

