                              The Middle Ages

Feudal life

For safety and for defence, people in the Middle Ages formed small communities around a central lord or master. Most people lived on a manor, which consisted of the castle, the church, the village, and the surrounding farm land. These manors were isolated, wiyh occasional visits from peddlers and pilgrims on their way to the Crusades, or soldiers from other fiefdoms.

Arts and entertainment

Art and music were critical aspects of medieval religious life and, towards the end of the Middle ages, secular life as well. Singing without instrumental accompaniment was an essential part of church services. Monks and priests chanted the divine offices and the daily mass.

Some churches had instruments such as organs and bells. The organistrum or symphony (later known as a hurdy gurdy) was also found in churches. Two people were required to play this stringed instrument- one to turn the crank and the other to play the keys.

Medieval drama grew out of the liturgy, beginning in about the eleventh century. Some4 of the topics were from the Old Testament (Noah and the flood, Jonah and the wale, Daniel in the lion’s den) and others were stories about the birth and death of Christ. These dramas were performed with costumes and musical instruments and at first took place directly outside the church. Later they were staged in marketplaces, where they were produced by local guilds.
Town life

Following the year 1000, peace and order grew. As a result, peasants began to expand their farms and villages further into the countryside. The earliest merchants were peddlers who went from village to village selling their goods. As the demand for goods increased- particularly for the gems, silks, and other luxuries from Genoa and Venice, the ports of Italy that traded with the East- the peddlers became more familiar with complex issues of trade, commerce, accounting, and contracts. They became knowledgeable businessmen and learned to deal with Italian  moneylenders and bankers. The English, Belgians, Germans, and Dutch took their coal, timber, wood, iron, copper, and lead to the south and came back with luxury items such as wine and olive oil.
With the advent of trade and commerce, feudal life declined. As the tradesmen became wealthier, they resented having to give their profits to the lords. Arrangements were made for the townspeople to pay a fixed annual sum to the lord or king and gain independence for their town as a “borough” with the power to govern itself. The marketplace became the focus of many towns.
