CHAPTER 7

Chapter 7 begins the same way as Chapter 1 , with Mr. Enfield and Mr. Utterson walking by the mysterious door . Through one of the windows , Utterson spots Dr. Jekyll and tells him to get outside more. Jekyll replies that he wants to, but doesn’t dare. Just as he said the smile on his face was replaced by a look of utter terror. A seizure had taken over his body. Mr. Enfield and Mr. Utterson only had a glimpse of it but were overcome with disgust at what they had seen .

ANALYSIS

Chapter 7 begins the same way as Chapter 1 , with Mr. Enfield and Mr. Utterson on a walk . Much has changed since the time of their first walk . Only a year has passed but instead of being just a story about a strange door , a mystery has evolved and both the men have more questions about JEKYLL , HYDE and their relationship .

CHAPTER 8

One night , Poole , Jekyll’s butler, approaches Utterson, who is afraid as Jekyll has locked himself in the basement and will not come out . The only communication that Poole has received,  have been notes that are begging for a pure form of powder. He has also heard a voice crying and walking all day . The only relief for a week has been a bit of a break when new samples come from the chemist. Utterson follows Poole to Jekyll’s where they hear strange sounds coming from the laboratory basement and the two make their way to a cabinet where they hear a voice . Initially , they believe that the voice is their friend but they realize that it wasn’t of Jekyll , it was of Hyde. The pair think that Hyde has killed Jekyll and that he is hiding in the cabinet. Poole breaks the cabinet and find that Hyde has killed himself . Inside the lab Utterson found an envelope addressed to himself. Inside it was the same eccentric will , but this time the recipient was Utterson. Also there was a note from Jekyll that instructed Utterson to read the documents that Lanyon had provided.

ANALYSIS

The first signal that something is going to be terrible wrong in this chapter is the "wine left untasted" when Poole arrives at Jekyll’s residence. In the home of a wine consumer, this is clearly a signal of bad things to come.

Another important symbol in this chapter is the key to the laboratoryHyde has had possessions of the key, consequently, he holds the key to the mystery at hand. One does not need to look far for the symbolic significance of a key: it represents power and authority. The search for the key, and the failure to find it, represents the failure of Utterson and Poole to overcome the satanic power. It also represents the fact that Utterson and Poole do not have access to evil ​ they are sinless in the story, because they do not and cannot hold the key. 

In this chapter, the full name of Mr. Utterson is also revealed: John Gabriel Utterson, which has additional significance. Gabriel is one of the four archangels, usually given the role of a divine messenger. 

CHAPTER 9

This chapter is composed entirely of Dr. Lanyon’s narrative regarding Dr.Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. He begins by recounting a strange letter that he received from his school companion, Henry Jekyll, the night after the already described dinner party. Urgently, the letter instructed Dr. Lanyon that his "life, honor and reason" depend upon him. Jekyll instructs Lanyon to go to his house and into the cabinet and draw out a drawer full of powder, a phial and a paper book and return to his home. At midnight, he furthers, someone will call on him in Jekyll¹s name and Lanyon is to give this man the contents of the drawer. The letter is ominous in nature, concluding that if no messenger calls, you will "know that you have seen the last of Henry Jekyll." Lanyon, thinking that Jekyll is insane, nonetheless, follows his wishes. When he examines the contents, the book was an "ordinary version book" containing dates over a period of many years, but ceased a year ago. The word Œdouble¹ occurred in several times. In addition, there was the described phial, a paper of salt, and a record of a series of experiments that had failed. 

At midnight, Hyde knocks on Laynon¹s door and excitedly asks, "Have you got it?" When given the contents of the drawer, he sighed an immense relief of pain and made a mixture of the powders that changed from red to purple to green. Before drinking the potion, he cautioned that "what follows is under the seal of our profession." He drank the possession, and then transformed into Henry Jekyll. Lanyon concludes his narration by simply stating that what was told to him in the next hour, he couldn¹t bring his mind to set on paper because his should was so sickened. This was what had brought about his sudden demise, his death. 

Analysis: 

An important literary element of both this chapter, and the next chapter, is the concept of overlap. At this point, the reader already realizes some of the things that Lanyon has described. This time, however, the reader gains a different perspective that illuminates the situation and makes it clear. 

Again in this chapter, Stevenson is vague about the source of the strange uneasiness and feelings of repulsion people feel in the presence of Hyde, as demonstrated by Lanyon’s description of Hyde in this chapter reiterates. Lanyon believes that deep in the nature of man there is an instinctive and noble capacity to recognize evil and shrink from it. 

The scene between Lanyon and Hyde, therefore, in which civility and formality play so large a part has some similarity to that between Utterson and Hyde when they met. What is notable is that Hyde, who has been described as animal-like, behaves with considerable, almost courtly, courtesy. The question then becomes why would Hyde, who relishes evil, be so eager for the potion that will turn him into Jekyll, his drearier self? The answer could be that Hyde is not all-pure evil, he has some conscious. 

The death of the doctor, finally explained because of his exposure to the pure evil of the Jekyll’s experiment gone wrong, is extremely interesting in this allegorical novel. The evil that is exposed by Jekyll/Hyde in this chapter literally poisons the pure and good Dr. Lanyon, therefore, reinforcing the theme that pure evil lies in all of humanity and that its exposure is a catastrophic mistake.

CHAPTER 10

Jekyll begins his narrative by describing his metaphysical views, that the soul is made up of two separate distinctions: the good and the bad. His quest is to find a drug that separates the two elements, so that the two do not have to live in bondage to each other and in constant competition. He prepared the potion and describes in bitter and horrific detail the painful transformation that occurs after taking the potion and transforming into Hyde. He postulates that the evil side of his nature was less developed, smaller, younger than Henry Jekyll. Shortly after becoming Hyde, he drinks a second potion and returns to being Henry Jekyll. 

After this initial experiment, Jekyll describes the feelings that he did not want to grow older in his respectable life, and he only had to drink the potion in order to escape the bonds of Jekyll and become Hyde. Carefully, he described taking an apartment and maid in Soho and introducing Mr. Hyde to his own servants and granting him full power over his home. Jekyll felt no remorse for the crimes committed by Hyde because it was Hyde, and Hyde alone, that was guilty. 

For some months, this behavior continued until one moment, "I had gone to bed Henry Jekyll, I had awakened Edward Hyde.¹ This moment began to alert Jekyll that the character of Hyde might irrevocably stay, he might lose voluntary control over this at all. The point had come to choose: regretfully, he chose to give up the liberty and freedom of Hyde and for two months his decision stayed. However, this did not stay as he was tortured with Hyde's longing and in an "hour of moral weakness," once again took the potion. On that night, the evil that was released was stronger than ever and Dr. Carew was murdered. Because of the manhunt for Hyde, Jekyll swore him off forever and set out to try to remedy the evil. 

Because evil was inside him though, because Hyde lived in him, Jekyll was unable to complete this transformation. Soon, his potions failed to work and he ran out of the salt needed for the potion. Consequently, Hyde launches a desperate search across London for this potion. The new potion, however, was "without efficiency," because the first supply was impure and that unknown impurity made the draught effective. 

The last paragraph of the book is extremely poignant, alternating between the perspective of Hyde and Jekyll ​ Hyde wishing to kill Jekyll, Jekyll hoping that Hyde will kill both of him and leave the manuscript intact, which is of course, the end result.

Analysis: 

This chapter is the most revealing, intriguing, and powerful of the entire novel. In it, Jekyll’s inner experiment with good and evil are explored and the dire consequences laid before the reader. In Hyde, you have no Jekyll, but in Jekyll there is always some Hyde, reflective that there is no mechanism for humanity to free itself from its dual nature. Hyde, therefore, is not a separate person, but merely a projection of Jekyll. The story’s main theme, therefore, illustrates the darker side of a decent man, an aspect of our natures whose presence all has to acknowledge. 

The imagery of the last paragraph announces the imminent closure of a circle. Our story began with Jekyll’s desire to separate the moral aspects of his self so that he might have vibrant and wicked experiences without remorse. The cost of this pilgrimage, however, was a deadly reversal of dominance. 
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