Irony and dark humour in Lamb to the Slaughter. (by Lamia and Landry)
Dark humour and dramatic irony prevail in this short story.

To begin with, the moment when the grocer  asks Mary “then, how about meat, Mrs Maloney?” and when she answers “No, I’ve got meat, thanks. I got a nice leg of lamb from the freezer” is quite funny as she said “a nice leg of lamb” just after killing her husband with it.

There is also the moment when she gets back home and she calls “Patrick! How are you, darling?”. It’s funny and macabre at the same time because she calls him whereas she knows he is dead.

Another interesting moment as far as dark humour and especially dramatic irony are concerned is when one of the policemen says “get the weapon, and you’ve got the man” and “probably right under our very noses”. The situation is all the more ironic as Mrs Maloney would have been the only possible suspect if they had understood Patrick had been killed with the leg of lamb.

The most significant moment as regards dark humour is probably when one of the policemen belches after enjoying the leg of lamb which was used to kill his colleague!
