Lamb to the Slaughter : different interpretations of the title. (by Jordane and Diana)
The title can be read in different ways.

First, the author points to the crime weapon before the reader even had the opportunity to start reading the short story.

The title is definitely a pun as the word “lamb” can refer to various things. 

It can indicate that Patrick was a victim and was easy to kill. In this case there is a metaphor, because Patrick can be the lamb of the title.

It can also refer to Mary who dotes on her husband and who would have been ready to do anything for him. She was a follower who took so much care of him that he decided to walk out on her, which led to Mary’s act.

In the title, slaughter is a synonym for murder and  there is another play on words because the lamb is the weapon too.

