LAMB TO THE SLAUGHTER
TEST
1. Put the following sentences into the right chronological order:

a. Suddenly Patrick Maloney announced he wanted to get a divorce.

b. When he came back home Mr Maloney seemed preoccupied.
c. Mary Maloney was peacefully sewing while she was waiting for her husband.

d. He started to drink some strong alcohol.

e. She fetched a lamb chop in the cellar.
f. She called the police.

g. She hit him on the head and killed him.

h. She went to the grocer’s.

i. The policemen eventually left the house without any clue about the murderer’s identity.

2. In your opinion does the title, “Lamb to the Slaughter” mean her husband:
· was a follower like a sheep.
· was as sweet as a lamb.
· was as easy to kill as a sheep.
Justify.

3. According to you, is the title a pun (= a play on words)? Why? Why not?
4. One of the policemen says: “Get the weapon, and you’ve got the man”. Do you think this statement is true in this case?

5. Is this story a real detective story? Why? Why not?

6. Imagine that one of the policemen suddenly realizes that the lamb chop he is eating could in fact be the weapon. Write the conversation he has with his colleagues in Mary’s kitchen. (150 WORDS)
